158 IMMIGRATION

14.—British Juvenile Immigrants, fiscal years ended 196131,

Nore.—Juvenile immigrants are of course included in the total wumber of immigrants resorded
elsevwhere.
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Oriental Immigration.—The immigration to Canada of the Asiatic races,
able because of their low standard of living to underbid the white man in selling
his labour, is fundamentally an economic rather than a racial problem, affecting
most of all those parts of the country which are nearest to the Orient and the classes
which feel their economic position threatened. A record of Oriental immigration
since the commencement of the century is given in Table 15,

15,—Record of Orlental Immigrants, flscal years ended 1991-31.
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Chinese Immigrants—Oriental immigration to the Pacific Coast of North
America appears to have commenced with the coming of Chinese immigrants about
the time of the discovery of gold in California in 1849, and British Columbia appears
to have received itg first Chinese immigrants some time before 1870. The original
occupations of these immigrants were as laundrymen and domestic servants. As
early as 1872 Chinese were employed in the coal mines of the provinee and the
Legislature was already considering the imposition of a poll tax on Chinese, the
same proposition coming up later in the Dominion Parliament with the design of
preventing the employment of Chinese labour in railway construetion. A Roysl
Commission was appointed by the Dominion Government in 1884 to investigate
Chinese immigration, and this Commission recommended the imposition of & head
tax of $10 upon Chinese entering Canada, together with registration and special



